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LONDON, MOSCOW AND BONN EYES ONLY AMBASSADORS 

THE THREE WESTERN HEADS ACCOMPANIED BY THEIR FOREIGN 
MINISTERS MET AT 3 P.M. YESTERDAY (MAY 17). THE MEETING 
WAS IN RESPONSE TO AN INVITATION SENT BY DEGAULLE AS 
CHAIRMAN TO PARTICIPANTS, INCLUDING KHRUSHCHEV, TO BEGIN 
THE SUMMIT CONFERENCE. AT THE TIME OF THE MEETING 
KHRU5HCHEV HAD NOT YET REPLIED AND IN FACT NEVER SHOWED 
UP. AS IT OPENED HE SENT A TELEPHONIC MESSAGE THAT 
IF THE MEETING WERE TO DISCUSS THE QUESTIONS TAKEN UP 
THE DAY BEFORE HE COULD COME AFTER HE HAD HAD SOME LUNCH 
AT 5 P.M. BUT THAT IF IT WERE TO DISCUSS OTHER QUESTIONS, 
HE COULD NOT ATTEND. 

THE MEETING WAS DEVOTED TO THE SITUATION AS IT HAD DEVELOPED 
AND THE ATTITUDE AND STATEMENTS OF THE THREE WESTERN 
POWERS IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES. DE GAULLE SUMMED UP THE 
SITUATION BY SAYING THAT HE HAD CALLED A SESSION OF 
THE SUMMIT CONFERENCE AND MR. KHRUSHCHEV HAD REFUSED 
TO COME AND THEREFORE THEY SHOULD FACE THE FACT THAT 
THERE HAD NQT BEEN AND WOULD NOT BE ANY SUMMIT. 

THE MEETING WAS CONSTANTLY INTERRUPTED BY TELEPHONE CALLS 
TO THE QUA I D«ORSAY FROM THE SOVIET EMBASSY BUT TOO 
CONFUSED AND COMPLICATED TO SET FORTH IN ANY DETAIL HERE. * 
THE MAIN POINT WAS THAT KHRUSHCHEV tS POSITION WAS THAT 
HE WOULD ATTEND A MEETING WHICH WAS A PRELIMINARY 
MEETING TO SEE IF CONDITIONS WOULD PERMIT A SUMMIT, 
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BUT HE WOULD NOT ATTEND A CONFERENCE OF THE SUMMIT 
DURING THE SESSION THE TEXT OF KHRUSHCHEV^ ' 
STATEMENT TO THE PRESS REITERATING THE CONDITIONS WHICH 

£." wTr^ed? ACCEPT ""* HE - ULD A ™ * 

MIGHT NOT CHANGE HIS MIND, OR FAILING THAT TO DEMONSTB^Tr 

se e s e hS c s d and for puSl,c «*■" « ™ ™ ssjst* 

POWERS HAD GONE TO THE UTMOST LIMITS IN AN ENDEAVOR 
«I^ C0NTCNCE - HE OCULARLY W.SHED tSe TRIPARTITE 

SJMftT Nn ^JF* DRAFTCD BY ™ E F0REIGN MInIsIerS 
IHAT MORNING AND APPROVED BY THE HEADS BF HFI n no iimti, 

WEDNESDAY MORNING (MAY ,8) TO BE PRECEDED BY A PURSER 

MEETING OF THE THREE WESTERN HEADS. DE GAULLE TM.T 

^ DAN?FP N ,T°' NTING ° UT ™ E "NW'5^ OF THIS COWSE 
THE DANGER IT MIGHT CAUSE, CONFUSION IN PUBLIC OPINION 
AND WOULD IN EFFECT WEAKEN THE WESTERN POsTt I On! 

THE PRESIDENT POINTED OUT THAT SINCE HE WAS THE OB IFFT 

th™hTwIh £ Ae ?' HE DID not " is " to'appe'ar^a CT 

THOUGH THIS WAS AFFECTING HIS JUDGMENT AS TO THF MiWMro 
OF TERMINATING THE CONFERENCE. AFTER CONsloERABLE BACK 
AND FORTH DISCUSSION IT WAS > NALLY AGREED fBY ^Mnf L 
^"ANTLY) THAT DE GAULLE WOULD ISS^E A PERSON^ 
B^Y^r A n^ HA,RMAN ° F ™ E INFERENCE DESC^BING 
ABSFNrJ S E i AY ' S EVENTS WITH EMPHAS,S 0N KHRUSHCHEV.S 
ABSENCE TO BE PUBLISHED IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE MEETING 

™ REE ? EADS Wl ™ F ° REIGN MINISTERS WuS MEET A? ' 
FA?fmr ;J°mJu KE A FINAL LO0K AT THE COMJNIQUE AND 
m?m! AF^tu DEVE . L0PMENTS IN THE INTERVAL WHICH 
AT^o P.K SITU ATION TO RELEASE IT TO THE PRESS 

MACMILLAN HAD FELT THAT IN VIEW OF THE SOLEMNITY ANT. 
INSTANCE OF THE EVENT THAT A MEETING V THE HEADS^ 
WOULD INDICATE TO THE WORLD THAT THE BREAK-OFF ANNOUNCEMENT 
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HAD BEEN GIVEN MOST CAREFUL AND EARNEST CONSIDERATION 
AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL. 

THE MASTERLY HANDLING OF THIS MEETING BY GENERAL DE GAULLE 

WAS THE CHIEF REASON WHY A DIFFICULT SITUATION WAS FINALLY >^2>v 

DISPOSED OF IN THE MOST SATISFACTORY POSSIBLE MANNER F % 



HERTER 
MGG/22 

Note: Advance copy to SS-CWO-JRL. 
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